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Voting with heart, mind and a plan
Louis Tsai’s eyes brighten when he talks
about his family, his wife, his new grandson.
He reflects on his life since coming to
Canada, about choosing Burlington as his
home. He loves the City’s small-town feel,
its proximity to every amenity and beautiful
lakefront for walking.

Make a Voting Plan
This October, eligible voters in Burlington
will choose who they want to represent
them on Burlington City Council in the
2022 municipal election.
Helping You Be a Confident Voter
Burlington is an amazing city with a great
quality of life. When you vote, you help
make our city even better. We want you to
feel confident about the voting process.
This special edition of City Talk explains
when and how to vote, and what to bring
when you vote. There is also information
for candidates, third-party advertisers
and people interested in working for the
City during the election. For even more
information, see our dedicated election
website, myvoteburlington.ca.
If you have more election questions,
please email city@burlington.ca or call
905-335-7777.
We are here to help you vote!

Does he plan to vote in the 2022 Burlington
Municipal election? Absolutely! “Municipal
elections affect you. How and when your
roads get plowed. Your children’s education.
And funding for safety, like the fire
department.”
Louis emigrated from Hong Kong. His
face twists, but he doesn’t talk about

what happened there recently. Instead,
he focuses on what he can do in Canada.
“When you vote, you make choices. You
take responsibility and you help to improve
everyone’s quality of life.”
Louis takes a three-step approach to voting.
First, he researches the candidates. Then,
he makes a voting plan – choosing how,
what day and what time he wants to vote.
And third, he puts his voter information
letter on his fridge to remind him to vote.
Louis has never missed an opportunity to
vote. “Voting to me is as important as going
to the doctor. You make time for that right?”

Louis Tsai’s Voting Tips for New Voters
Voting for the first time can be a
little intimidating. Talk with people
who can guide you. Your settlement
worker, a librarian, someone from your
community who has voted before.
Voting isn’t just your responsibility. It’s
also a way to feel good and do good. To
feel fully Canadian.

Busy voter plans ahead, schedules time to vote
When you first meet Rula Azrai, you
immediately sense her warmth, her
sincerity and her energy. She doesn’t waste
time and plans ahead.
“I have been in Canada for 17 years now, 10
of them in Burlington. In the last municipal
election, I voted for the first time. I wasn’t
sure where to start, so I went to the City
of Burlington’s website. It had all of the
information I needed, even voting tips.”
Rula also went to a candidate meeting that
was organized by a Jordanian community
group. She said that going to this event
helped her understand the issues and
decide what mattered to her.

“I love this beautiful city, especially the
parks, the pools and the services. I love
the summer programs for my kids. To me,
no other cities have ones like them.” She
links this affection to her reason for voting.
“I need to do my part and vote to support
Burlington. It’s my city.”

Rula Azrai’s Tips for Busy Voters

By the time election day came, Rula had
researched the candidates, learned about
the process and felt ready to vote. Her
advice to first-time voters is, “Be proactive
for your city. Don’t wish for change, make
it happen.”

Next, to save time over lunch, I added my
name to the voting list in advance, online.

The first thing I did was to make an
appointment on my cell phone. It was
a commitment with myself to vote on a
specific day over my lunch hour.

With these two steps done, it only took
five minutes to vote in-person.

Know Your Candidates

Key Dates

To find out who is running as a candidate
in your ward, visit myvoteburlington.ca
and look for the For Voters tab. The names
of candidates are added as nominations
are submitted, up to Aug. 19, 2022. You can
also subscribe to “News and Updates” at
myvoteburlington.ca.

September 2022
Voter List available for in-person viewing
at the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall,
426 Brant St.

Become a Candidate

Oct. 15 and 18, 2022
In-person advance voting at three locations

There is still time to enter the race and
become a candidate for the fall municipal
election. You must file your nomination
papers by Aug. 19, 2022 at the Office of the
City Clerk, City Hall, 426 Brant St.

Oct. 24, 2022 – Election Day

Nominations are filed by appointment only
during regular business hours (Monday to
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.). Book your
appointment by calling the Office of the
City Clerk at 905-335-7777 or emailing the
Office of the Clerk at clerks@burlington.ca.
For more information, go to
myvoteburlington.ca and open the
For Candidates tab.

Work the Election
To apply for temporary work as an election
official, go to myvoteburlington.ca and look
for the Work the Election tab. These are paid
positions. Working for the election is a great
way to get involved in our democratic process.

Oct. 11-20, 2022
Internet voting open

Week of Oct. 24, 2022
Official election results declared
Nov. 15, 2022
Inaugural meeting of City Council

Third-party Advertising
Third-party advertising is when an individual,
corporation or trade union pays for
advertisements or other materials that support,
promote or oppose a candidate or issue.
Any eligible individual, corporation or
trade union that intends to spend money on
advertising, must register with the
City of Burlington as a third-party
advertiser by Oct. 21, 2022. To register,
email clerks@burlington.ca.
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Make a Voting Plan
in Five Quick Steps
Making a voting plan helps you be prepared and confident
about voting in Burlington’s 2022 Municipal Election.
Step 1: Check if you are eligible to vote
Are you:
• a Canadian citizen
• at least 18 years old
• live in Burlington (own or rent), or
• don’t live in Burlington, but you or your spouse own or rent property
in Burlington.
Step 2: Are you on the voters list?
Being on the voters list saves you time when you vote. You are mailed
a voter information letter that tells you who you can vote for and your
in-person voting locations.
To see if you are on the registered voters list, go to voterlookup.ca
If you aren’t on the list, you need to update your information.
• Before Aug. 31, 2022, go online to voterlookup.ca or call the
Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) at 1-866-296-6722
or TTY: 1-877-889-6722
• After Sept. 1, 2022, go online to myvoteburlington.ca to revise your
information.
Step 3: Pick your preferred voting option and date
There are three ways to vote:
• online, using Internet voting, from Oct. 11 to 20, 2022
• in person at advance polls on Oct. 15 and 18, 2022
• in person on election day, Oct. 24, 2022.
Step 4: Choose what time of day you want to vote
Voting hours vary by voting location. More information about voting locations
and hours will be available closer to the election at myvoteburlington.ca.
Step 5: Locate the closest voting location
We want to make voting as easy as possible for you by ensuring voting
locations are accessible to everyone. More information about accessibility
for the City’s 2022 Municipal Election will be available closer to the election
at myvoteburlington.ca.

When You Go to Vote
Bring Your ID
When you vote in person, there are two things to bring with you:
1. If you received a voter information letter in the mail, bring it. It will save
you time when you check in.
2. One piece of personal identification (ID) that has your name and address
on it. Photo ID not required.
Accepted ID includes:
• Ontario driver’s license

• Ontario photo card

• a bank statement

• a cancelled personalized cheque

• any other document included on Ontario’s acceptable
documents for voter identification list
Didn’t Receive a Voter Information Letter?
Don’t worry! If you didn’t receive a voter information letter, you can
still vote. It will just take a few extra minutes to sign you in and
check your ID.
You Will Be Welcomed
When you arrive at your voting location, you will be greeted by City of
Burlington election staff.
You will be asked to present your ID and voter information letter. Staff
will check if you are eligible to vote. If you meet the voter eligibility
requirements, you will be given a ballot.
Then, you will go behind a voting screen to privately mark your ballot.
To vote for your chosen candidate, fill in the bubble beside their name,
and then cast your ballot.
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