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1.0

RECOMMENDATION:

THAT the draft Cootes to Escarpment Park System Report dated December 3, 2008, prepared by
the Royal Botanical Gardens and a Steering Committee of partner organizations, BE
RECEIVED.
AND THAT Planning & Building and Parks & Recreation staff be directed to report back to
Council in the spring of 2009 with comments and results of the public consultation meeting.
File: 502-02-54

2.0

PURPOSE:

To update Council on the progress of the Cootes to Escarpment Land Management Strategy and
discuss next steps in the process.
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3.0

BACKGROUND:

The Cootes to Escarpment Park System: Conservation and Land Management Strategy is a
project focusing on the conservation and management of approximately 1,560 hectares of
publicly owned natural lands in the Aldershot and West Hamilton area. The central natural
features of the study area include a portion of the Niagara Escarpment and the lands and waters
associated with the Cootes Paradise Marsh and Grindstone Creek.
The Vision for the Cootes to Escarpment Park System is that it will be known internationally as
a protected, permanent and connected natural lands sanctuary from the Harbour to the
Escarpment that promotes ecosystem and human health within Ontario’s Greenbelt.
The Mission Statement of the Cootes to Escarpment Park System is to collaboratively continue
preserving and enhancing the natural lands using a sustainable approach that balances natural
ecosystem health with responsible human appreciation and activities to achieve this vision.
The Objectives of the Cootes to Escarpment Conservation and Land Management Strategy are:


Natural Heritage Objective: To protect, restore and enhance the ecological system by
ensuring the health and diversity of species, habitats, and natural processes forever. This will
include consideration of linkages both through the urban areas and with the natural lands
beyond the boundaries of the Park System.



Recreation Objective: To provide opportunities for recreational activities that are
appropriate to the biological and physical condition; sensitivity of the lands; and, that support
active living.



Cultural Heritage Objective: To identify, protect, and conserve cultural heritage features
for their reflection of the human use and occupancy of the area.



Interpretation Objective: To provide educational opportunities that promote knowledge,
understanding, and appreciation of the natural and cultural values, sensitivities, and
significance as well as the associated management needs.



Management Objective: The public lands will be managed collaboratively by the many
owners to ensure all Cootes to Escarpment Park System objectives are achieved. The owners
of the public lands will promote responsible stewardship of their lands and of adjacent
private lands through on-going community involvement in park planning and management.

4.0

DISCUSSION:

The Cootes to Escarpment Land Management Strategy has been a collaborative project involving
the Royal Botanical Gardens, Conservation Halton, City of Burlington, Hamilton Conservation
Authority, City of Hamilton, Halton Region, Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, Bruce Trail
Conservancy, and Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan Office.

Pg 3 of Report PB-12/09
The Cootes to Escarpment Steering Committee, which includes the nine project partners, has
guided the development of the Strategy. Leo DeLoyde has been the City of Burlington
representative on the Project Steering Committee.
The preparation of the Strategy has occurred in two phases. Phase One took place in 2007 and
involved collecting information on the physical, social, and economic characteristics of the study
area. This information was documented in the Phase 1 Background Report, which also identifies
legislative and policy directions of Provincial and local governments applicable to the area.
Phase Two began in January 2008. A public consultation program was developed to assist in
identifying issues as well as developing a vision, concept plans, and management
recommendations for the study area.
The following summarizes the process undertaken:


Public Open House held in January 2008 to introduce the project and seek potential residents
to participate on the Stakeholder Advisory Group. This meeting was attended by about 180
people.



Stakeholder Advisory Group formed, consisting of 28 members from local and Provincial
agencies, special interest organizations, and citizen landowners. Rob Peachy and Rosalind
Minaji represented the City of Burlington on the Stakeholder Advisory Committee. This
group met seven times through the course of the project and participated in a bus tour of the
study area



Community Forum, open to the public, to identify potential actions to key themes garnered
through the public open house



Sessions organized for project partner staff to provide their knowledge and feedback on
management of the natural lands. Ingrid Vanderbrug represented the City during this
process.

A draft report on the Cootes to Escarpment Park System: Conservation and Land Management
Strategy has now been released for public review and comment. A copy of the Study Executive
Summary is attached as Appendix One. The draft Cootes to Escarpment Park System Report
consists of the following major sections:
1. Introduction: Vision, Mission and Study Objectives
2. Background Information: natural systems, cultural history, recreational and future growth
3. Park System: consisting of Secured Park Lands (properties owned by the partner agencies
and organizations) and Future Park System (lands which can build upon and strengthen
protection of core natural areas) See Figure 7 attached to this report for an overview of the
proposed Park System.
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4. Land Securement Policies: planning policy, monitoring of activities, stewardship and public
acquisition through donation, purchase or dedication.
5. Land Management: Recommended actions for conservation and stewardship organized into
six geographic sub-areas. Recommended policies for natural heritage, cultural heritage,
operations, recreation, interpretation, facilities and park management plans.
6. Park System Management Governance: establishment of a committee to guide the actions
identified in the Park Plan.
7. Implementation Actions: A chronological summary of action items with proposed timelines
in order to implement the Conservation and Land Management Strategy.
A final Public Open House will take place on February 10, 2009 from 3pm to 10pm at the Royal
Botanical Gardens Centre. Staff will attend the Open House, review the draft study document
and report back to Council with comments and recommendations later in the new year.
5.0

FINANCIAL MATTERS:

The Cootes to Escarpment Project has been funded through a $185,000 grant from the Friends of
the Greenbelt Foundation awarded to the Royal Botanical Gardens in May 2007 to promote the
protection and enhancement of the natural lands present within the study area.
6.0

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS:

The foundation for the proposed Cootes to Escarpment Park System is the unique ecological
corridor from Cootes Paradise Marsh to the Niagara Escarpment. This south-facing protected
microclimate contains six environmentally significant areas and creates ideal habitat for a wide
diversity of species. The natural areas contain some of the botanically richest lands in Canada,
as well as providing habitat for many important bird, reptile, amphibian, fish, and insect species.
7.0

COMMUNICATION MATTERS:

The February 10, 2009 Cootes to Escarpment Public Open House will be advertised through
newspaper notices and letters to the study mailing list.
8.0

CONCLUSION:

A draft report on the Cootes to Escarpment Park System: Conservation and Land Management
Strategy has now been released for public review and comment. A copy of the draft report’s
Executive Summary is attached as Appendix One.
A final Public Open House will take place on February 10, 2009 from 3pm to 10pm at the Royal
Botanical Gardens Centre. Staff will report back to Committee in the spring of 2009 on the
results of the public consultation process and with comments on the draft report.
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Respectfully submitted,

Rosalind Minaji MCIP RPP
Senior Planner, Development

Reviewed by: Bianca MV Bielski, Manager of Development Services – ext. 7638
Marilyn Lagzdins, Coordinator of Development Planning – ext. 7812
Copy filed: s:\inet\cdc
Appendices:
Staff / Others Consulted:

Name
Rob Peachey

Telephone
x7722

Notifications:

Name

Mailing or E-mail Address

Special Instructions:

Pg 6 of Report PB-12/09

Pg 7 of Report PB-12/09

Pg 8 of Report PB-12/09

Pg 9 of Report PB-12/09

